
 

1.  In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,  
 Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;  
 Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,  
 In the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 
2. Heaven cannot hold him, nor the earth sustain;  
 Heaven and earth shall welcome him when he comes to reign.  
 In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed  
 To hold the Lord of heaven and earth, incarnate Jesus Christ.  
 
3. Angels and archangels came to worship there,  
 Cherubim and seraphim hovered in the air;  
 But his mother only, in her maiden bliss,  
 Worshiped the beloved only with a kiss.  
 
4. What then can I give him, poor as I am?  
 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;  
 If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;  
 Yet what I can I give him:  give my heart. 
 
 
 
 
"In the Bleak Midwinter" is a Christmas carol based on a poem by the English poet 
Christina Rossetti written before 1872 in response to a request from the magazine 
Scribner's Monthly for a Christmas poem. It was published posthumously in 
Rossetti's Poetic Works in 1904. 

The poem became a Christmas carol after it appeared in The English Hymnal in 
1906 with a setting by Gustav Holst. Holst's setting, "Cranham", is titled after 
Cranham, Gloucestershire. 


