
 
1. Three craws sat upon a wa', 
 Sat upon a wa', sat upon a wa', 
 Three craws sat upon a wa', 
 On a cauld*** and frosty mornin'. 
 
2. The first craw was greetin’ for his maw, 
 Greetin' for his maw, greetin' for his maw, 
 The first craw was greetin' for his maw, 
 On a cauld and frosty mornin'. 
 
3. The second craw fell and broke his jaw, 
 Fell and broke his jaw, fell and broke his jaw, 
 The second craw fell and broke his jaw, 
 On a cauld and frosty mornin'. 

4. The third craw, couldnae caw at a', 
 Couldnae caw at a', couldnae caw at a', 
 The third craw, couldnae caw at a', 
 On a cauld and frosty mornin'. 
 
5. An that's a', absolutely a', 
 Absolutely a', absolutely a', 
 An that's a', absolutely a', 
 On a cauld and frosty mornin'. 

 

 
Meaning of Scottish words:  
cauld = cold 
craws = crows  
greetin' = grieving 

maw = mother 
wa' = wall  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
"The Three Craws" is a Scottish nursery rhyme set to music. 
I learned it from a book of folksongs (since lost, title forgotten) that I acquired in high school in the 
early 1960's. 


