The Irish Maid
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As I roved out one morning fair, so early as I strayed,

It being all in the month of May, the birds sang in the shade,

The sun shone down right merrily and billowing with pride,
Where primroses and daisies grow down by Blackwater side.

I had not gone but half a mile when there by chance I spied,
Two lovers talking as they walked down by Blackwater side.
And as he embraced her in his arms, these words to her did say,
When I am in America, I'll be true to my Irish maid.

Oh when you are in America, those Yankee girls you'll find,

And you'll have sweethearts of your own more pleasing to your mind,

Do not forget the promises and vows to me you made,

Oh stay at home love and do not roam from your bonny Irish maid.

Oh when I am in America, those Yankee girls I'll see,
And they must be very handsome to remind me love of thee,

For there's not a flower in yonder grove or a bloom in yonder glade,

That can remind me love of you, my bonny Irish maid.

Oh many's the foolish youth she said, has gone to some foreign shore,

Leaving behind his own true love perhaps to see no more.

It's in crossing of the Atlantic foam sometimes their graves are made,
Oh stay at home love and do not roam, from your bonny Irish maid.

These two young hearts together so fondly did embrace,
Like honey drops upon the dew the tears rolled down her face,

Saying there's not a day while you're away I'll visit still these glades,

Until you do return again, to your bonny Irish maid.




"The Irish Maid", also known as "As I Roved Out One Morning", "The Irish Girl" or "As I Walked
Out" is an Irish air in 4/4 time and A Major.

This melody is used for many folksongs in the English speaking world and versions have been
collected in Canada, America and Australia. Cazden (1982) notes that several lumbercamp songs
were sung to it, including "Peter Emberley", some versions of "The Jam on Gerry's Rocks", "The
Farmer's Son and the Shanty Boy" and his Catskill Mountain (New York) collected "Adieu to
Prince Edward's Isle".

It is included in the Roud Folk Song Index as #308 and #6319.

It was recorded by Bob Copper on A Song for Every Season ("As I Walked Out") (1971), and on
Coppersongs 2 ("The Irish Girl") (1995), Louis Killen on Old Songs, Old Friends ("The Lovely
Irish Maid") (1997), the Young Coppers on Passing Out (2008) and Howard Bursen on Cider in
the Kitchen (1980).



